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This REPORT consists of a total of 6 sheets, including this cover sheet. 
This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, comprising: 

a. □ sent to the applicant and to the International Bureau) a total of sheets, as follows- 
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This report contains Indications relating to the following items: 

H Box No. I Basis of the opinion 

□ BoxNo.il Priority 

□ Box No. Ill Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 

Lack of unity of invention 
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□ Box No. VI 

□ Box No. VII 
E3 Box No. VIII 



Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 
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Box No. I Basis of the report 

1 ■ SS 3£ ft!? °" ,he intema,ional appllca,lon in ,he lan ^ e ,n "*'<* » " as 

□ international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1 (b)) 

□ publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

□ international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 andybr 55.3) 

2. With regard to the elements* of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which 

?£o*^ in ,TT se to a ? invitaSon ^Arfiffi^ 

report as originally rued ana are not annexed to this report): 



Description, Pages 

1-13 



as originally filed 



Claims, Numbers 

1-3 
4-14 

Drawings, Sheets 

1/5-56 



received on 1 9.10.2004 with letter of 21 .09.2004 
filed with telefax on 10.03.2005 



as originally filed 



□ 
3. □ 



a sequence listing and/br any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing 



The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

4 " tad ShLo^mS o?« n e + t tab " shed u as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below 
Suppl^ b6en considered to 9° b *y™d the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

* If item 4 applies, some or all of these sheets may be marked "superseded." 
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Box No. IV Lack of unity of invention 



1. □ 



In response to the invitation to restrict or pay additional fees, the applicant has: 

□ restricted the claims. 

□ paid additional fees. 

□ paid additional fees under protest 

□ neither restricted nor paid additional fees. 

2 ' * Rute 6??°SK °M nity ° f invent[on is not com P ,ied wi * ^d chose, according to 

nuie 68.1 , not to invite the applicant to restrict or pay additional fees. ^»^» ™ 

3. This Authority considers that the requirement of unity of invention in accordance with Rules 13.1, 13.2 and 13.3 

□ complied with. 

□ not complied with for the following reasons: 

4. Consequently, this report has been established in respect of the following parts of the international application: 
H all parts. 

□ the parts relating to claims Nos. . 



1. Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 

Industrial applicability (IA) 



Yes: 


Claims 


1-14 


No: 


Claims 




Yes: 


Claims 


1-12 


No: 


Claims 


13-14 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-14 


No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7): 
see separate sheet 



Box No. Vlll Certain observations on the international application 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item IV. 



The separate inventions are: 



Claims 1-12: 



Claim 20: 



A kitchen-range having a cleaning assembly arranged in the cooking top. 
Cleaning arrangement attachable to a cooking apparatus. 



They are not so linked as to form a single general inventive concept (Rule 13.1 PCT) for 
the following reasons: 

There are two groups of claims. 

1 . Claims 1-12: A kitchen-range having a cleaning fluid spraying assembly arranged 
in the cooking top. The problem to be solved is the cleaning of the top of a cooking range. 

2. Claim 1 3 : Cleaning arrangement attachable to a cooking apparatus The 
problem to be solved is to provide a removable cleaning device for cooking gear. 

The problems to be solved by the special technical features are different from each other 
as are the solutions to solve these problems. Therefore none of these groups of inventions 
have the same or common special technical features, the technical relationship between 
the subject-matter of these groups of claims is not present and the requirement for unity of 
invention is not fulfilled. y 



Re Item V. 



1 



The following documents are referred to in this communication- 

D1 : US 3 059 632 A (ROGERS JOHN C) 23 October 1962 (1962-10-23) 

D2 : US 3 593 728 A (BURGER EISENWERKE AG) 20 JULY 1971 (1971-07-20) 

The document D2 was not cited in the international search report. A copy of the 

document is appended hereto. 
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2 INDEPENDENT CLAIM 1 

2. 1 Document D1 , which is considered to represent the most relevant state of the art, 
discloses (the references in parenthesis applying to this document): 
A kitchen range having a cooking top comprising a surface, wherein at least one 
heating device and a support means are arranged, and a cover that can cover it. 

From this, the subject-matter of independent claim 1 differs in that: 
The kitchen-range comprises a first cleaning-element spraying assembly arranged in 
the cooking top, said surface of the latter being inclined with respect to the horizontal 
plane, so the sprayed elements can flow into a drain opening connected to a re- 
feeding circuit for feeding cleaning elements back to said first spraying assembly, a 
cleaning-element delivering valve (20a) connecting an external source to said circuit, 
and a cleaning-element draining valve connecting the circuit to an external drain 
means; and control means to open and close the valves, enabling the cleaning 
elements to get into and out of the cleaning circuit, and to turn on and off said valves, 
initiating and finishing the circulation of the cleaning elements in the circuit. 

2.1 .1 The subject-matter of claim 1 is therefore novel (Article 33(2) PCT) 

The problem to be solved by the present Invention may be regarded as: 
To provide a automatic build-in cleaning arrangement for a cooking range. 

2.1 .2 The solution to this problem proposed in claim 1 of the present application is 

considered as involving an inventive step (Article 33(3) PCT) for the following 
reasons: 

The state of the art discloses no cleaning means for the top of a cooking range 
other than for manual cleaning. The document D2 discloses a cover for a deep 
fat fryer, having spraying means for cleaning agent but contains no indication 
how to adapt this cleaning arrangement for the cleaning the top of a cooking 
range. 
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2.1.3 



^^l 2 a u dependent on clalm 1 and ^ such also meet the requirements 
of the PCT with respect to novelty and inventive step. 



Re Item VIII. 



3. INDEPENDENT CLAIM 13 



3. 1 The application does not meet the requirements of Article 6 PCT, because claims 1 3 
and 1 4 are not clear. 

3.2 The claims not only define a self-cleaning assembly itself but also specify its 
relationship to other entities, a drain opening, propelling means and a spraying 
assembly, which are not part of the claimed assembly. 
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propelling means to the second spraying assembly (107), so that the second 
opening (108). the third conduit (105). the propelling means, the fourth conduit 
(104). the second spraying conduit (107) and the base surface (122) will form a 
cleaning-element circuit 

4. A kitchen-range according to any one of claims 1 to 3. characterized 
in that the cleaning elements are cleaning liquids. 

5. A Kitchen-range according to any one of cla.ms 1 to 4. characterized 
in that the propelling means are a pump (19). 

6 A kitchen-range according to any one of claims 1 to 5, characterized 
in that the cleaning-element delivering valve (9) ,s connected to the entrance of the 
pump (19) by means of a reservoir (2). 

7. A Kitchen-range according to claim 6. characterized in that the circuit 
comprises cleaning-element heating means. 

8. A kitchen-range according to any one of claims n to 7, characterized 
-n that the spraying means consist of at least one spraying arm (7, 10 7) and a 
sprayer (6). 

9. a kitchen-range accord.ng to any one of claims i to 8, characterized 
in that the first (8) and the second (1 08) openings include filters (21 , 1 21 ). 

10. A kitchen-range according to any one of claims i to 9 
characterized in that the control means (51) compr.se at least one from an electronic 
circuit and a timer. 

11. A kitchen-range according to any one of claims 1 to 10. 
characterized in that the valves (9. 1 0) are pumps. 

12. A kitchen-range according to any one of claims 1 to n 
characterized in that said first deaning^iement sprayng assembly (6, 7) is arranged 
on said at least one surface (22) of the cooking top (is) and/or at the cover (16) of 
the kitchen-range. 

13. A setf-cleaning assembly attachable to a cooK,ng top, characterized 
by comprising: 

- at least one first conduit (205) capable of connecting a drain opening 
in sa,d cooking top to propelling means, and at least one second conduit (204) 
capable of connectmg the propelhng means (219) to a spraying assembly on the 
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cooKing top, so that the opening, the first conduit, the propelling means, the second 
conduit, the spraying assembly will form a cleaning circuit; 

- a cleaning-element delivering valve (209) connecting an external 
source to said circuit, and a cleaning-liquid draining valve (210) connecting the 
5 circuit to an external dram means. 

14. A self-cleaning assembly according to claim 13, characterized in 
that the cooKing top is a part of a Kitchen-range. 
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